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HIGHLIGHTS: Either for rarity value, an endemic, excellent views or simply a group favorite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIES LIST FOR COSTA RICA 2011  
319 species recorded, 9 days 

NC= no count; LO=Leader only 
 

 
SPECIES Scientific Name 

# of days 
recorded 

Highest # 
recorded/day 

1 Great Tinamou  Tinamus major 1 Heard only 
2 Least Grebe  Tachybaptus dominicus 1 9 
3 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 1 2 
4 Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus 4 10 
5 Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga 3 12 
6 Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis 1 4 
7 Magnificent Frigatebird  Fregata magnificens 1 20 
8 Tricolored Heron  Egretta tricolor 4 4 
9 Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea 3 4 
10 Snowy Egret  Egretta thula 3 8 
11 Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias herodias 5 30+ 
12 Great Egret  Egretta alba 6 10 
13 Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 9 35 
14 Green Heron  Butorides virescens  5 9 
15 Black-crowned Night-heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 2 8 
16 Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearia 2 6 
17 Bare-throated Tiger-heron  Tigrisoma mexicanum 5 40+ 
18 Fasciated Tiger-heron  Tigrisoma fasciatum 2 1 
19 Wood Stork  Mycteria americana 6 10 
20 Jabiru  Jabiru mycteria 2 3 
21 White Ibis  Eudocimus albus 3 12 
22 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 1 1 
23 Green Ibis  Mesembrinibis cayennensis 1 4 

• Lesser Ground Cuckoo 
• Striped Woodhaunter 
• Streak-crowned Antvireo 
• Spot-breasted Wren 
• White-throated Shrike Tanager 
• Nicaraguan Seed-Finch 
• Nicaraguan Grackle  

• Yellow-eared Toucanet 
• Tawny-throated Leaftosser 
• Black-crested Coquette 
• Coppery-headed Emerald 
• Jabiru 
• Northern Harrier 
• Grasshopper Sparrow 
 

• American Pygmy Kingfisher 
• Song Wren 
• Black-collared Hawk 
• White-throated Crake in full 

open view! 
• Purplish-backed Quail-dove 
• Sungrebe 
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24 Roseate Spoonbill  Ajaia ajaja 3 4 
25 Black-bellied Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis 3 1000+ 
26 Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata 3 20 
27 Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus 9 NC 
28 Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura 9 NC 
29 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus 1 6 
30 Am. Swallow-tailed Kite  Elanoides forficatus 1 1 
31 White-tailed Kite  Elanus leucurus [caeruleus] 2 1 
32 Snail Kite  Rostrhamus sociabilis 1 3 
33 Crane Hawk  Geranospiza caerulescens 1 1 
34 Bay-winged (Harris’s) Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 2 2 
35 White Hawk  Leucopternis albicollis 1 LO 
36 Mangrove Black-hawk  Buteogallus subtilis 1 4 
37 Black-collared Hawk  Busarellus nigricollis 1 1 
38 Gray Hawk  Asturina plagiata  5 2 
39 Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris 4 2 
40 Broad-winged Hawk  Buteo platypterus 3 2 
41 Short-tailed Hawk  Buteo brachyurus 2 2 
42 Swainson's Hawk  Buteo swainsoni 1 1 
43 Zone-tailed Hawk  Buteo albonotatus 1 1 
44 Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 3 2 
45 Crested Caracara  Polyborus plancus 6 6 
46 Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima 2 2 
47 Laughing Falcon  Herpetotheres cachinnans 5 2 
48 American Kestrel  Falco sparverius 2 2 
49 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 2 2 
50 Gray-headed Chachalaca  Ortalis cinereiceps  2 8 
51 Crested Guan  Penelope purpurascens 6 6 
52 Great Curassow  Crax rubra 3 1 
53 Crested Bobwhite  Colinus cristatus dickeyi 1 20 
54 White-throated Crake  Laterallus albigularis 3 1 
55 Gray-necked Wood-rail  Aramides cajanea 1 2 
56 Purple Gallinule  Porphyrio martinicus 1 1 
57 Sungrebe  Heliornis fulica 1 1 
58 Limpkin  Aramus guarauna 1 7 
59 Northern Jacana  Jacana spinosa 5 75 
60 Black-necked Stilt  Himantopus mexicanus 3 80 
61 Double-striped Thick-knee  Burhinus bistriatus 6 15 
62 Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus  1 NC 
63 Killdeer  Charadrius vociferus 3 15 
64 Collared Plover  Charadrius collaris 1 3 
65 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 

hudsonicus 
1 4 

66 Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca 2 7 
67 Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes 2 2 
68 Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia  4 20 
69 Willet  Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 4 4 
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70 Short-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus griseus 1 10 
71 Semipalmated Sandpiper  Calidris pusilla 1 NC 
72 Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla 2 4 
73 White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 1 1 
74 Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 1 2 
75 Stilt Sandpiper  Micropalama himantopus 1 6 
76 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' 3 NC 
77 Pale-vented Pigeon  Columba cayennensis 2 3 
78 Red-billed Pigeon  Columba flavirostris 6 2 
79 White-winged Dove  Zenaida asiatica 4 2 
80 Inca Dove  Columbina inca [squammata] 2 8 
81 Common Ground-dove  Columbina passerina 3 NC 
82 Plain-breasted Ground-dove  Columbina minuta 2 20 
83 Ruddy Ground-dove  Columbina talpacoti 6 10 
84 Blue Ground-dove  Claravis pretiosa 1 2 
85 White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi 7 2 
86 Gray-headed Dove  Leptotila plumbeiceps 2 4 
87 Gray-chested Dove Leptotila cassini 1 1 
88 Purplish-backed Quail-dove  Geotrygon lawrencii 1 1 
89 Crimson-fronted Parakeet  Aratinga finschi 1 12 
90 Olive-throated Parakeet  Aratinga nana 3 10 
91 Orange-fronted Parakeet  Aratinga canicularis 1 1 
92 Orange-chinned Parakeet  Brotogeris jugularis 4 4 
93 Brown-hooded Parrot  Pionopsitta haematotis 2 8 
94 White-crowned Parrot  Pionus senilis 2 3 
95 White-fronted Parrot  Amazona albifrons 2 2 
96 Red-lored Parrot  Amazona autumnalis 3 8 
97 Yellow-naped Parrot  Amazonia auropalliata  2 2 
98 Mangrove Cuckoo  Coccyzus minor 1 2 
99 Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana 3 1 
100 Groove-billed Ani  Crotophaga sulcirostris 7 50+ 
101 Striped Cuckoo  Tapera naevia 1 1 
102 Lesser Ground-cuckoo  Morococcyx erythropygus 2 1 
103 Pacific Screech-owl  Otus cooperi 1 1 
104 Mottled Owl  Strix virgata 1 1 
105 Black-and-white Owl  Strix nigrolineata [huhula] 1 1 
106 Spectacled Owl  Pulsatrix perspicillata 1 1 
107 Ferruginous Pygmy-owl  Glaucidium brasilianum 2 2 
108 Common (Northern) Potoo  Nyctibius griseus 1 1 
109 Lesser Nighthawk  Chordeiles acutipennis 2 4 
110 Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis 8 2 
111 White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris 1 4 
112 Vaux's Swift  Chaetura vauxi [richmondi] 1 NC 
113 Green Hermit  Phaethornis guy 2 1 
114 Western Long-tailed Hermit  Phaethornis superciliosus 1 Heard only 
115 Striped-throated Hermit  Phaethornis longuemareus 3 2 
116 Violet Sabrewing  Campylopterus hemileucurus 1 4 
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117 White-necked Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora 4 4 
118 Green-breasted Mango  Anthracothorax prevostii 3 3 
119 Violet-headed Hummingbird  Klais guimeti 5 3 
120 Black-crested Coquette  Lophornis helenae 4 6 
121 Green Thorntail  Popelairia conversii 2 1 
122 Canivet’s Emerald  Chlorostilbon canivetii  2 2 
123 Violet-crowned Woodnymph  Thalurania colombica  4 1 
124 Blue-throated Goldentail  Hylocharis eliciae 2 3 
125 Cinnamon Hummingbird  Amazilia rutila 2 2 
126 Steely-vented Hummingbird  Amazilia saucerrottei 2 2 
127 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird  Amazilia tzacatl 7 2 
128 Coppery-headed Emerald   E Elvira cupreiceps 1 8 
129 Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer  Chalybura urochrysia 

melanorrhoa 
1 1 

130 White-bellied Mountain-gem  Lampornis hemileucus 1 3 
131 Purple-throated Mountain-gem  Lampornis. calolaema  1 3 
132 Green-crowned Brilliant  Heliodoxa jacula 1 4 
133 Purple-crowned Fairy  Heliothryx barroti [aurita] 2 6 
134 Slaty-tailed Trogon  Trogon massena 1 Heard only 
135 Lattice-tailed Trogon  Trogon clathratus 1 Heard only 
136 Black-headed Trogon  Trogon melanocephalus 3 2 
137 Orange-bellied Trogon Trogon collaris 4 1 
138 Black-throated Trogon  Trogon rufus 1 Heard only 
139 Violaceous Trogon  Trogon violaceus 2 1 
140 Belted Kingfisher  Ceryle alcyon 2 1 
141 Ringed Kingfisher  Ceryle torquata 4 10 
142 Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona 4 4 
143 Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana 2 5 
144 American Pygmy Kingfisher  Chloroceryle aenea 1 1 
145 Tody Motmot  Hylomanes momotula 2 Heard only 
146 Broad-billed Motmot  Electron platyrhynchum 1 1 
147 Turquoise-browed Motmot  Eumomota superciliosa 1 4 
148 Blue-crowned Motmot   Momotus momota 2 2 
149 Rufous-tailed Jacamar   Galbula ruficauda 1 1 
150 Collared Aracari  Pteroglossus torquatus 3 8 
151 Yellow-eared Toucanet  Selenidera spectabilis 1 1 
152 Keel-billed Toucan  Ramphastos sulfuratus 2 2 
153 Chestnut-mandibled Toucan  Ramphastos swainsonii  6 4 
154 Olivaceous Piculet  Picumnus olivaceus 1 1 
155 Black-cheeked Woodpecker  Melanerpes pucherani 6 6 
156 Hoffmanns' Woodpecker  Melanerpes hoffmannii  5 4 
157 Smoky-brown Woodpecker  Veniliornis fumigatus 2 3 
158 Golden-olive Woodpecker  Piculus rubiginosus 2 1 
159 Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus 3 1 
160 Pale-billed Woodpecker  Campephilus guatemalensis 1 1 
161 Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus 1 1 
162 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper  Glyphorynchus spirurus 4 6 
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163 Northern Barred Woodcreeper  Dendrocolaptes certhia 1 1 
164 Cocoa Woodcreeper   Xiphorhynchus susurrans 1 1 
165 Spotted Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus  erythropygius  2 1 
166 Streak-headed Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 2 1 
167 Slaty Spinetail  Synallaxis brachyura 2 1 
168 Ruddy Treerunner  Margarornis rubiginosus 1 1 
169 Striped Woodhaunter  Hyloctistes subulatus 1 1 
170 Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner  Automolus ochrolaemus 2 1 
171 Tawny-throated Leaftosser  Sclerurus mexicanus 1 1 
172 Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus 1 1 
173 Fasciated Antshrike  Cymbilaimus lineatus 1 1 
174 Great Antshrike  Taraba major 2 1 
175 Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus 2 1 
176 Black-hooded Antshrike  Thamnophilus bridgesi 1 2 
177 Russet Antshrike  Thamnistes anabatinus 3 1 
178 Streak-crowned Antvireo  Dysithamnus striaticeps 1 1 
179 Slaty Antwren  Myrmotherula schisticolor 1 1 
180 Dusky Antbird  Cercomacra tyrannina 2 1 
181 Bare-crowned Antbird  Gymnocichla nudiceps 1 1 
182 Chestnut-backed Antbird  Myrmeciza exsul 2 1 
183 Bicolored Antbird  Gymnopithys bicolor 1 2 
184 Spotted Antbird  Hylophylax naevioides 4 2 
185 Ocellated Antbird  Phaenostictus mcleannani 1 Heard only 
186 Fulvous-bellied Antpitta  Hylopezus dives  4 Heard only 
187 Rufous Piha  Lipaugus unirufus 1 1 
188 Long-tailed Manakin  Chiroxiphia linearis  2 4 
189 White-collared Manakin  Manacus candei  3 3 
190 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  Mionectes oleagineus 1 1 
191 Slaty-capped Flycatcher  Leptopogon superciliaris 1 3 
192 Slate-headed Tody-Tyrant Todirostrum sylvia 2 1 
193 Common Tody-flycatcher  Todirostrum cinereum 5 2 
194 Northern Beardless-tyrannulet  Camptostoma imberbe 1 2 
195 Yellow Tyrannulet  Capsiempis flaveola 1 1 
196 Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster 3 1 
197 Torrent Tyrannulet  Serpophaga cinerea 1 1 
198 Scale-crested Pygmy-tyrant  Lophotriccus pileatus 5 3 
199 Yellow-olive Flycatcher  Tolmomyias sulphurescens 1 3 
200 Golden-crowned Spadebill  Platyrinchus coronatus 1 1 
201 Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher  Myiobius barbatus aureatus 2 6 
202 Western Wood-pewee  Contopus sordidulus  1 1 
203 Tropical Pewee  Contopus cinereus 3 1 
204 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher  Empidonax flaviventris 1 1 
205 Black Phoebe  Sayornis nigricans 1 1 
206 Long-tailed Tyrant  Colonia colonus 1 1 
207 Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus 4 1 
208 Rufous Mourner  Rhytipterna holerythra 3 1 
209 Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer 2 3 
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210 Great Crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus crinitus 1 1 
211 Brown-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus tyrannulus 2 2 
212 Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus 9 NC 
213 Scissor-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus forficatus 2 2 
214 Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua 3 3 
215 Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis 7 4 
216 Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus 8 NC 
217 Thrushlike Schiffornis  Schiffornis turdinus 2 Heard only 
218 Cinnamon Becard  Pachyramphus cinnamomeus  5 3 
219 White-winged Becard  Pachyramphus polychopterus 1 1 
220 Rose-throated Becard  Pachyramphus aglaiae 2 3 
221 Masked Tityra  Tityra semifasciata 4 4 
222 Black-crowned Tityra  Tityra inquisitor 1 1 
223 Mangrove Swallow  Tachycineta albilinea 4 6 
224 Gray-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea  3 5 
225 Blue-and-white Swallow  Notiochelidon cyanoleuca 5 NC 
226 Northern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx serripennis 6 NC 
227 Southern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 2 3 
228 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 2 NC 
229 Rufous-naped Wren  Campylorhynchus rufinucha 3 5 
230 Band-backed Wren  Campylorhynchus zonatus 2 6 
231 Black-throated Wren  Thryothorus atrogularis 1 2 
232 Spot-breasted Wren  Thryothorus maculipectus  2 2 
233 Bay Wren  Thryothorus nigricapillus 2 Heard only 
234 Stripe-breasted Wren  Thryothorus thoracicus 5 2 
235 Banded Wren  Thryothorus pleurostictus 1 1 
236 Plain Wren  Thryothorus modestus 2 1 
237 Southern House Wren  Troglodytes aedon musculus 6 3 
238 White-breasted Wood-wren  Henicorhina leucosticta 3 2 
239 Gray-breasted Wood-wren  Henicorhina leucophrys 1 1 
240 Northern Nightingale Wren  Microcerculus philomela 4 Heard only 
241 Song Wren  Cyphorhinus phaeocephalus 2 1 
242 Slaty-backed Nightingale-thrush  Catharus fuscater 1 1 
243 Black-headed Nightingale-thrush  Catharus mexicanus 1 1 
244 Swainson's Thrush  Catharus ustulatus 1 1 
245 Wood Thrush  Catharus mustelinus 7 1 
246 Clay-colored Thrush  Turdus grayi 9 NC 
247 White-throated Thrush  Turdus assimilis  2 2 
248 Long-billed Gnatwren  Ramphocaenus melanurus 1 1 
249 Tropical Gnatcatcher   Polioptila plumbea 2 3 
250 Brown Jay  Psilorhinus morio 4 4 
251 White-throated Magpie-jay  Calocitta formosa 3 9 
252 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 2 1 
253 Yellow-throated Vireo  Vireo flavifrons 3 2 
254 Philadelphia Vireo  Vireo philadelphicus 1 1 
255 Yellow-green Vireo  Vireo flavoviridis 1 1 
256 Tawny-crowned Greenlet  Hylophilus ochraceiceps 3 2 
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257 Lesser Greenlet  Hylophilus decurtatus 4 3 
258 Golden-winged Warbler  Vermivora chrysoptera 1 1 
259 Tennessee Warbler  Vermivora peregrina 3 3 
260 Tropical Parula  Parula pitiayumi  3 2 
261 Yellow Warbler   Dendroica petechia 6 2 
262 Chestnut-sided Warbler  Dendroica pensylvanica 7 6 
263 Black-and-white Warbler  Mniotilta varia 3 2 
264 American Redstart  Setophaga ruticilla 2 2 
265 Prothonotary Warbler  Protonotaria citrea 1 8 
266 Northern Waterthrush  Seiurus noveboracensis 2 1 
267 Mourning Warbler  Oporornis philadelphia 2 2 
268 Olive-crowned Yellowthroat  Geothlypis semiflava 1 1 
269 Wilson's Warbler  Wilsonia pusilla 2 4 
270 Golden-crowned Warbler  Basileuterus culicivorus 2 1 
271 Buff-rumped Warbler  Basileuterus fulvicauda  2 4 
272 Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola 4 3 
273 Common Bush-tanager  Chlorospingus ophthalmicus 1 6 
274 Carmiol’s Tanager   Chlorothraupis carmioli  3 8 
275 Hepatic Tanager  Piranga flava 2 3 
276 Summer Tanager  Piranga rubra 6 6 
277 White-throated Shrike Tanager Lanio leucothorax 2 1 
278 Crimson-collared Tanager  Ramphocelus sanguinolentus 3 3 
279 Passerini’s Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii  6 8 
280 Blue-gray Tanager  Thraupis episcopus  7 6 
281 Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum 6 6 
282 Scrub Euphonia  Euphonia affinis 1 1 
283 Yellow-throated Euphonia  Euphonia hirundinacea 5 4 
284 Olive-backed Euphonia  Euphonia gouldi 1 4 
285 Tawny-capped Euphonia  Euphonia anneae 2 2 
286 Silver-throated Tanager  Tangara icterocephala 2 4 
287 Bay-headed Tanager  Tangara gyrola 2 2 
288 Golden-hooded Tanager  Tangara larvata  6 4 
289 Scarlet-thighed Dacnis  Dacnis venusta 1 3 
290 Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza 6 5 
291 Shining Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes lucidus  1 1 
292 Red-legged Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes cyaneus 7 10 
293 Rufous-collared Sparrow  Zonotrichia capensis 1 2 
294 Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 1 1 
295 Orange-billed Sparrow  Arremon aurantiirostris 1 Heard only 
296 Olive Sparrow  Arremonops rufivirgatus 1 4 
297 Black-striped Sparrow  Arremonops conirostris 5 2 
298 Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina 3 6 
299 Variable Seedeater   Sporophila americana 6 6 
300 White-collared Seedeater  Sporophila torqueola 

morelleti 
4 4 

301 Nicaraguan Seed-finch  Oryzoborus nuttingi 1 1 
302 Yellow-faced Grassquit  Tiaris olivacea 4 4 
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303 Rose-breasted Grosbeak  Pheucticus ludovicianus 2 2 
304 Slate-colored Grosbeak  Pitylus grossus 1 1 
305 Buff-throated Saltator  Saltator maximus 5 2 
306 Grayish Saltator  Saltator coerulescens 1 2 
307 Blue-black Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa cyanoides 3 2 
308 Montezuma Oropendola  Gymnostinops montezuma 8 30+ 
309 Yellow-billed Cacique  Amblycercus holosericeus 1 1 
310 Spot-breasted Oriole  Icterus pectoralis 2 2 
311 Streak-backed Oriole  Icterus pustulatus 2 2 
312 Baltimore Oriole  Icterus galbula 8 6 
313 Orchard Oriole  Icterus spurius 1 1 
314 Black-cowled Oriole  Icterus dominicensis 2 4 
315 Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus 5 50+ 
316 Red-breasted Blackbird  Leistes militaris 1 1 
317 Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella magna 2 3 
318 Great-tailed Grackle  Quiscalus mexicanus 7 NC 
319 Nicaraguan Grackle  Quiscalus nicaraguensis 1 2 
     
 OTHER SPECIES Scientific Name   
1. White-nosed Coati Nasua narica 4 6 
2. Variegated Squirrel Sciurus variegatoides 6 4 
3. Alfaro’s Pygmy Squirrel Microsciuris alfari 1 1 
4. Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata 2 2 
5. Hoffmann’s Two-toed Sloth Choleopus hoffmanni 1 1 
6. Mantled Howler Monkey Alouatta palliata 7 8 
7. Northern Tamandua Tamandua mexicana 1 1 
8. Coyote Canis latrans 1 1 
9. Ctenosaur Ctenosaura similis  2 NC 
10. Green Iguana Iguana iguana 3 NC 
11. Green Basilisk Basiliscus plumifrons 1 2 
12. Basilisk (pacific) Basiliscus basiliscus 1 2 
13. Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus 4 NC 
14. Central American Crocodile Crocodylus acutus 2 NC 
15. Spectacled Caiman  Caiman crocadilus 3 20+ 
16. Brown Vine Snake Oxybelis aeneus 1 1 
17. Speckled Racer Drymobius margaritiferus 1 1 
18. Tree Frog at Arenal  1 1 
19. Yellow-eared Slider Trachemys scripta 1 3 
20. Giant Grasshopper Tropidacris cristata 1 1 
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