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TRIP REPORT

Here we all are at the furthest tip of South Africa, Cape Agulhas!



South Africa - 2025
27" Octi 11" Nov 2025

TOUR SUMMARY:

Our South Africai Cape & Kruger Tour began smoothly with everyone safely arrived in Cape Town. Our

first stop was the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, where we enjoyed excellent views of many birds.

Highlights included a Spotted Eagle with its chick, close encounters with Swee Waxbills, nesting Olive
Woodpecker and Cape Batis, plus a rare Brown-backed Honeybird. Outside Cape Town, we visited a site

for the elusive Rockjumper and scoped a pair on a rocky hillside. Nearby, we enjoyed an African Penguin
colony and had great success locating the rare Black Harrier. At West Coast National Park, we saw our first
Common Ostriches and Greater Flamingos alongside a wealth of shorebirds. Heading east, we visited
Wilderness and saw two Knysna specialties: Turaco and Warbler, plus the stunning Chorister Robin Chat.

At De Hoop, we added Knysna Woodpecker to complete the trio. Other sightings included Blue Cranes,

larks, lapwings, korhaans, and along the pure white coast, a Southern Right Whale with its calf. After our

Cape adventure, we flew to Johannesburg to begin the Kruger chapter. We took two days to reach the
park, birding en route through Dull stroom.-talkedr e we
Widowbirds, and the tricky Yellow-breasted Pipit. Entering Kruger, the habitat shift was dramaticd this felt

like the Africa we knew from TV. Our two superb local guides, with extended luxury jeeps, helped us build a
huge list of birds and mammals, with prolonged and thrilling views. Raptors were abundant, along with

hornbills, shrikes, cuckoos, bustards, rollers, larks, cisticolas, and starlings. We encountered herds of
Elephants, Giraffes, Hippos, and many antelope species. A major highlight was a Leopard with its Kill, plus

two Cheetahs resting under a tree and some lazy Lions. With so much seend great guides, food, and
companydt hi s summary only scr at c hseathetfull ®pod to trufy appreciate the u 6 |
experience.

HIGHLIGHTS

Either for rarity value, excellent views or simply a group favourite.

Rockjumper Knysna Woodpecker Kirstenbosch Gardens
Knysna Turaco Secretarybird HAMMERKOP 1!
Black Harrier Gurneyos Sugar Bateleur

Chorister Robin -Chat Namagqua Sandgrouse Lllac.-breasted Roller
African Penguin Purple -crested Turaco Martial Eagle

Cape Sugarbird Black-bel | i ed Bus | Southem Right Whale
Knysna Warbler Saddle -billed Stork Leopard with kil
Spotted Eagle & chicks Thick -billed Cuckoo Cheetah

Blue Cranes Southern Ground Hornbill Cape Gryshok
African Hoopoe Olive Bushshrike African Elephant
Bokmakerie Ret z6s Hel met s Southern Giraffe

Spotted Hyena
Dwarf Mongoose
Large -spotted Genet
Lion

Rock Hyrax & babies
Leopard Tortoise
Giant Plated Lizard
Painted Emperor

Grey-winged Francolin
Kori Bustard

Lemon Dove

White -crowned Lapwing
Red-crested Korhan
African Harrier -Hawk
Crested Barbet

Brown -backed Honeybird

Cape Rockjumper

Agulhas Long -billed Lark
Lappet -faced Vulture
Chestnut -vented Tit -babbler
Violet -backed Starling

Cape Sugarbird

Long -tailed Widowbird
Yellow -breasted Pipit
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And so, our Cape & Kruger Tour began. And from our lovely accommodation our first visit was to the
wonderful Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. A favourite of everyone!

A real highlight was seeing this adult Spotted Eagle Owl with
One of the first birds we saw was its check in the flowerbeds. Amazing close views, while the
the little African Grey Flycatcher other adult looked on from a nearby tree
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As we walked throughout the gardens we encountered many exciting and special birds.

We worked hard for everyone to get views of a Lemon Dove, while a nesting pair of Olive
Woodpeckers was much easier to see.



A nest of a pair of Cape Batis was

wonderful to watch. And some butterflies

-

Palm-tree Nightfighter
(Zophopetes dysmephila)

Water Geranium Bronze
(Cacyreus fracta)
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We then moved to the local sewerage works which were teaming with thousands of birds. Here are a
few 2 Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, 3 Red-billed Teal and a Hadada Ibis.




Next, we headed out to an area of rocky coast where we saw a pair of Rockjumpers, but we could not get
good photos. However other birds appeared much close such as this Karoo Prinia.

Down on the beach we enjoyed a group of African Penguins, which were being pretty lazy.
Some more further on were comina in and out of the surf.

On the same beach were a couple of African Oystercatchers, while among t
smart looking Southern Rock Agamas.




There were plenty of other things to see in this area including Angulate Tortoises and some
very showy Grey-backed Cisticola.
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Time to move on and we headed to West Coast National Park. Where our first stop was a hide
overlooking a small pool. Red Red-knobbed Coots showed well

An African Spoonbill posed nicely from the hide and then as we continued through the park
several Common Ostriches were seen.
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A Whitet hr oated Swallow joined
showed nicely




We visited an area where Black Harriers breed and we saw several here, but got even better views
at other spots throughout the day.

Several flowers i Longstalk Storksbill - were seen on our walk as well as groups of African Black Swifts.




Our first Steenbok was seen as well as the attractive Bontebok.

It was time to move on again and this time we headed east towards the town of Wilderness. Our
first stop was to look at a pair of nesting Spotted Thick-k nee és i n Cape
Later in our hotel i n Wil dervenencscaket was

Sunrise from our hotel in Wilderness. Photo by Rubina
> o BRSO '




There were plenty of special birds in this area and we were lucky with most of them. Our early morning
visit to a tract of forest produced a pair of Grey Sunbirds and some very vocal Olive Bushshrikes.

The beautiful Chorister Robin-chat showed well as did the often-skulking Lemon Dove

A pair of Grey Cuckooshrikes were eventually tracked down (photo Abby) and an obliging Olive Pigeon



