
                 Sunrise Birding  – Cuba Tour Report – Feb – 2018                     1 

 

CUBA - 2018                     

                                       28th January – 8th February 2018  
HIGHLIGHTS 

Either for rarity value, excellent views or simply a group favourite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaders:  Steve Bird, Gina Nicho 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: 

Hi all, 

 

Our long-awaited trip to the Caribbean island of 

Cuba turned into an endemic extravaganza. With 

several recent splits, we were looking to find 25 

Cuban endemic bird species among many other 

regional specialties. The group karma pulled in all 

25 endemics! Best of all, we had great views of 

every one of them. It was a wonderful trip with 

many memorable moments, a few of which grace 

these pages.  (To future reminiscences.) 

 

Certainly, a trip highlight was seeing the world’s 

smallest bird, the lovely Bee Hummingbird.  And see it we did - Wow! 

 

Other superb sightings from this magical island, included seeing a pair of perched Cuban Night-

jars, and having great views of Cuban Tody and Cuba Trogons – real show stoppers. We also had 

wonderful looks at the rare and elusive Gundlach’s Hawk which lazily flapped past us displaying.  

 

A Bare-legged Owl peered out of a nest hole for us, and both rare quail-doves, Gray-fronted and 

Blue-headed, showed amazingly well. Remember our stunning views of Cuban Pygmy Owl at 

Guajimico. To top off our trip, we finished with rides in classic cars, a tour of old Havana, and a 

superb dinner at Mediterraneo. All in all, it was a wonderful time.  Thank you.  

• Bee Hummingbird (E) 

• Cuban Tody (E) 

• Cuban Solitaire (E) 

• Cuban Trogon (E) 

• Bare-legged Owl (E) 

• Zapata Wren (E) 

• Mangrove Cuckoo  

• Cuban Blackbird (E)  

• Cuban Pewee (E) 

• Giant Kingbird (E) 

• Cuban Oriole (E) 

• Loggerhead Kingbird  

• Cuban Palm Crow 

• Western Spindalis 

• Cuban Bullfinch (E) 

• Oriente Warbler 

• Purple Gallinule 

• Gundlach’s Hawk (E)!  

• Cuban Nightjar (E) 

• Red-shouldered Blackbird (E) 

• Fernandina’s Flicker (E) 

• Zapata Sparrow (E) 

• Cuban Vireo (E)  

• Cuban Gnatcatcher (E) 

• La Sagra’s Flycatcher 

• Tawny-shouldered Blackbird 

• West Indian Woodpecker 

• Olive-capped Warbler 

• White-crowned Pigeon 

• Red-legged Thrush 

• Reddish Egret 

• Clapper Rail 

• Cuban Black Hawk (E) 

• Blue-headed Quail-Dove (E) 

• Cuban Grassquit (E) 

• Cuban Pygmy-Owl (E) 

• Grey-fronted Quail-Dove (E) 

• West Indian Whistling Duck 

• Cuban Amazon 

• Cuban Parakeet (E) 

• Antillean Palm Swift 

• Key West Quail-Dove 

• Yellow-headed warbler (E) 

• Great Lizard Cuckoo  

• Cuban Green Woodpecker (E) 

• Greater Antillean Grackle 

• Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

• American Flamingo 

• Masked Duck!! 
 

25 Endemics out of 25 accessible! 

Cuban Pygmy Owl 
Photo by Michael 

Linz 

Bee Hummingbird 
Photo by Frank 

Gallo 
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Day 1 (Sunday) Havana (Orlando Girrido’s)– Hotel Moka   28 Jan 

Airport transfer in Miami, with arrival in Havana on Delta 639 around noon. We met Gary Markowski 

(CCT), my friend Jerry Connolly (Audubon Shop), Giraldo Alayon 

(Naturalist), Alberto Tamayo (Tour Guide).  

 

We were whisked to the home of the remarkable Orlando Garrido, 

the author of Birds of Cuba, famous professional tennis player, and 

all around nice guy. He regaled us with stories about Cuban 

Ornithology, his co-founding of Cuba’s Natural History Museum, 

the life histories of Cuban Endemics (which he showed to us) and 

his life on the professional tennis circuit. It was a memorable 

experience.  

We left Havana by 2:45 p.m.; 

we drove west and stopped at 

Nina Bonita reservoir for terns, ducks and grebes; arrived at Las 

Terrazas around 4:30 p.m. We stopped at a Stygian Owl roost in 

the pines and walked the birdy path nearby; we picked up our first 

Olive-capped (CE), Yellow-headed (E), Yellow-throated, and 

Cape May Warblers, a male Western Spindalis (CE), Cuban 

Bullfinch (E), Cuban Blackbird (E), Cuban Emerald (E) 

Loggerhead Kingbird (E), Red-legged Thrush (CE), and Red-

legged Honeycreepers, all before we even checked in to Hotel 

Moka. Scaly-naped and White Crowned Pigeons were in the tree 

during check in; our late afternoon walk produced some more 

goodies, including our first Cuban Trogan (E); excellent dinner at 

El Romero vegetarian restaurant in the village below the hotel.  

 

 

Day 2          Hotel Moka – San Diego de los Banos  29 Jan 

Early a.m. walk before breakfast for some. After breakfast, we 

birded the grounds at Las Terrazas; it’s a very birdy place with 

great views. Had nice 

looks at Cuban Pewee 

(E) near the side of the 

road, Cuban Trogans, 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker, and West 

Indian and Cuban 

Green Woodpeckers 

(E); Saw our first 

Cuban Tody (E) with the “help” of a local dog, and a slew of 

migrant warblers including a few Tennessee, Am Redstart, 

Northern Parula and Black-and-white.  

 

Stopped at the lake for Limpkin (2) and our first Purple 

Gallinule (nice adult), and Greater Antillean Grackles (CE), then revisited the Pine Grove, where we 

met several groups and had stellar views of the pair of Stygian Owls, another Olive-capped Warbler, 

and the La Sagra’s Flycatcher (CE). Drove to the Pig Farm where Cuban and Yellow-faced 

Grassquits put on quite a show. We had our first good looks at Smooth-billed Anis. Drove to lunch at 

Cuban Tody- A group favorite!! 

Olive-capped Warbler 

Cuban Pewee 
Photo by Michael Linz 

Cuban Trogan 
By Betsu Edmonson 
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Cafetal Buena Vista, where we had a nice lunch while watching Tawny-shouldered and Cuban 

Blackbirds, and Yellow-faced Grassquits at the feeders. Nice look at West Indian Woodpecker on 

the palm.  

 

Sadly, we learned of the unexpected death of Alberto’s mother.  

After Lunch, we dropped Alberto off so he could go back to 

Havana. We then drove to San Diego, with a stop at the Fish 

Farm, where we had great looks at Snail Kites (12), Neotropic 

Cormorants, our first 

Least Grebe, and 

Caspian Terns, among 

others. We then made a 

stop at a pond Frank had 

heard about from Jerry, 

where we found 2 female 

Masked Ducks (a lifer for 

Frank). We continued on 

to San Diego and checked into the lovely Mirador Hotel. Our local 

guide, Caesar, took us for a tour of the town and to his local patch 

where we found our first Great Lizard Cuckoo and had close-up 

views of Cuban Tody! Many folks had cocktails by the pool before dinner at the Mirador’s restaurant.  

 

Day 3                 San Diego – Playa Larga   30 Jan  

Breakfast 6:30 a.m.; left at 

7:15 a.m. for early morning 

birding in Hacienda Cortina 

before driving to Cueva 

Portales. Our walk with 

Caesar around the scenic old 

estate grounds of Hacienda 

Cortina, now a public park, 

payed off, producing fantastic 

views of our target, Giant 

Kingbird. A pair flew around 

the grounds, eventually landing in a bare tree near the concession 

building in full view of the group, after we’d returned from our walk 

through the clearing and on the road along the river. At one point, we 

had great comparisons with a nearby Loggerhead Kingbird. There 

were also many warblers in the tree; we had more good looks at Olive-

capped, Cape May, N. Parula, Tennessee, a few Palms, as well as a 

Male Western Spindalis, and our first pair of Cuban Orioles (E). A 

West Indian Woodpecker also displayed nearby. Another highlight of 

Hacienda Cortina was the pair of (Cuban) Kestrels, a beautiful dark 

male and female perched on trees and structures in the clearing. After 

crossing over the river, we walked along the road to an area where Red-

legged Thrushes were numerous. We also managed nice looks at 

another Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and a noisy flock of Yellow-

headed Warblers. A male Western Spindalis put on a show in a 

treetop as we returned along the road. We finished our tour ogling a cooperative Great Lizard Cuckoo 

along the entrance road, and the pair of Giant Kingbirds on their bare tree near the office building 

overlooking the lawns and castle.  

Masked Duck by Michael Linz 

Cuban Oriole  
Photo by Betsy Edmonson 

 
West Indian Woodpecker 
Photo by Betsy Edmonson 

Great Lizard Cuckoo 

Cuban Emerald by Frank Gallo 
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We then drove to nearby Cueva Portales, which is only a short distance away, but takes a while to reach 

on the curving roadway into the park. Carlos did a fantastic job navigating around the potholes. Cueva 

Portales is quite scenic; it is also where Che Guevara had his headquarters during the Cuban Missile 

Crisis. Our target bird, the Cuban Solitaire, eventually gave us close views from the patio on the 

backside of the caves, where several Cuban Trogans (E) and a Spindalis were also feeding. Lunch 

Hotel Mirador; P.M.- Drive east to Zapata; dinner, and 3 nights in Casas Enrique. 

 

 

Day 4  La Turba - Crocodile Farm – Las Salinas   31 Feb 

After breakfast, we left for La Turba with our guide Frank (Dir of the Zapata Reserve) for a chance to 

view the rare and very localized, 

Zapata Wren (E). Conditions were 

perfect – sunny, warm, and no 

wind. After a long pleasant drive 

down a dirt tract, we arrived near 

the first Zapata Wren site. We were 

greeted by a pair of Zapata 

Sparrows hopping around under 

the brush beside the road. It was 

only a brief walk to the wren site, 

where, shortly after our arrival, a 

wren popped up in the open at the 

edge of the swamp and sang its heart out for several minutes, 

much to everyone’s delight! Great looks were had by all. A 

Cuban Green Woodpecker was also seen in the area. On our 

walk back to the bus, a pair of Great Lizard Cuckoos put on 

quite a show, displaying to one another with tails fanned! A few Tree Swallows flew over; the savanna 

produced a few Tricolored and Little Blue Herons, and a couple of Black-Crowned Night-Herons. 

 

Ahead of schedule, we drove to the crocodile farm at La Boca, where our first Cuban Crows made a 

noisy appearance in the palms. There were a number of migrant warblers around, including Black-

throated Blue and Palm Warblers, and Louisiana Waterthrush (nice looks at pond edge across the 

street). A pair of “Cuban” Kestrels t’d up on the wires and a couple of Purple Gallinules showed nicely.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had lobster for lunch overlooking the bay at Hotel Tika in Playa Larga, and watched a slew of      

Zapata Wren: Photo by Betsy Edmonson 

Am. Flamingo: Photo by Betsy Edmonson Fishermen: Photo by Frank 
Gallo 

Cuban Green 
Woodpecker 
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Cave Swallows flying into their nesting area under the bridge. It was 

hot, so we took a brief siesta at our hotel before venturing out to Las 

Salinas in the afternoon. The mangroves and saltpans at Las Salinas 

were amazing, hosting thousands of ducks, shorebirds, terns, and 

waders. More than a thousand American Flamingos were seen 

feeding close to the road.  Highlights included, Roseate Spoonbills, 

Reddish Egrets, including a rare pied bird, a few Great White 

Herons, Tricolored Herons, Gull-billed Terns, both American 

White and Brown Pelicans, Neotropic Cormorants, Wood Storks, 

White Ibis, and great looks at a perched Peregrine Falcon that spent 

some time moving all the birds around. A perched Cuban Black 

Hawk (E) right beside the road offered us “crippling” looks. 

 

At the end of the road, a White (leucistic) “Western” Willet was 

found in a flock of “Western” Willets, and we managed to call in a 

“Cuban” Clapper Rail and get great looks at Cuba’s race of 

“Mangrove” Yellow Warbler. It was a fantastic place and a great 

way to finish up a wonderful day of birding.  

 

There were cocktails on the roof of our hotel (Enrique) before a lovely dinner. 

 

Day 5  Bermejas (blind, Savanna)- Cueva  Pecses  - Soplillar  1 Feb 

After an early breakfast, 

we headed to Bermajas 

with our local guide 

Frank, to arrive early at 

the Quail-Dove blinds. We 

met Orlando, another local 

guide, and within minutes 

of our gathering at the 

blind, we were looking at 

a pair of the rare Gray-

fronted Quail-Doves (E), 

and 3 Blue-headed Quail-

Doves (E)! The pair of 

Gray-fronted Quail 

Doves walked out at 7:20 a.m., which is typical, and is why we go 

early; although, we were lucky and a third GFQ-dove showed briefly as we were leaving. Zenaida 

Doves also put on a great show. 

 

After leaving the blinds, our walk down the road 

produced fantastic views of Cuban Parrots 

roosting in a treetop; we then made a quick 

restroom stop, which garnered us fantastic looks at 

a pair of courting Fernandina’s Flickers (E). At 

the savannas of nearby la Muchilla, we were 

awarded close views of the illusive Red-

shouldered Blackbird (E) in the cattails near the 

road. A Crested Caracara perched nicely in the 

palms; we heard Soras; and we saw several 

“Cuban” Eastern Meadowlarks. A second stop 

Cuban Black Hawk 
Photo by Betsy Edmonson 

Blue-headed Quail-Dove by Betsy Edmonson 

Cuban Parrots by Frank Gallo 

Fernandina’s Flicker 
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back near the blinds, produced Cuban Parakeets near the road, 

just before we headed down the trail for close-up views of a Bare-

legged Owl (E).  

 

Right before Lunch, we stopped at 

Casa Bernabe for mind boggling 

views of the delightful and dinky 

Bee Hummingbird (E). There 

were also quite a few Cuban 

Orioles and Cuban Emeralds in the yard, and a banded Ovenbird and 

Black-throated Blue Warbler. The Black-throated Blue was actually 

drinking nectar from one of the feeders; The hosts have a hutia (endemic 

rodent) that looks like a giant guinea pig. 

 

Lunch was at Cueva del Pecses 

(many Blue-headed Quail-Doves 

behind restaurant). 

 

After lunch we visited the Giron Museum (Bay of Pigs) for a brief 

but enlightening tour with Gonzalo. Afterwards, we went to 

Soplillar and had great looks at a pair of roosting Cuban 

Nightjars (E). It was a full and rewarding day! We ate another 

nice dinner back at our hotel, Casas Enrique. 

 

Day 6 Zapata Peninsula – Cayo Coco (Travel Day)    2 Feb 

After breakfast we started our long journey to Cayo Coco. Along the way, we made a few brief stops, 

including at a roadside rest with a thatched roof.  Much to our delight, the thatched roof supported a 

healthy population of nesting Antillean Palm Swifts.  

 

Lunch was at Rio Azul.  

 

Once we reached Cayo Coco, we 

started to see waders, gulls and 

terns. While crossing the causeway 

to Cayo Coco, we saw our fist 

Ring-billed Gull, several 

Laughing Gulls, Sanderlings, a 

few Royal Terns, a Caspian Tern, 

and Red-breasted Mergansers. A 

large flock of Black-necked Stilts 

was on the Cayo.  

 

After checking in at our hotel, the 

Sol Cayo Coco around 4. p.m., we were met by our local guide, 

Rayneir, and then took a walk to look for West Indian Whistling 

Ducks (CE). We had close looks at a pair of “Cuban” Northern 

Flickers near the hotel, and a Solitary Sandpiper in a rain pools across the street. After walking the 

roads around the flooded forest, Frank found 3 roosting West Indian Whistling Duck in the flooded 

forest near the old hotel. They showed nicely. The hurricane devastation has made these lovely ducks 

difficult to find. After dinner, we had a nice evening stroll back to the old hotel to look for a Barn Owl.  

Bee Hummingbird   
by Betsy Edmonson 

West Indian Whistling Duck 
Photo by Michael Linz 

“Cuban” N. Flicker by Frank Gallo 

Cuban NIghtjar by Michael Linz 

Bare-legged Owl by Michael Linz 
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Day 7     Cayo Coco         3 Feb 

After an early breakfast, we went with Rayneir to El Hato 

Road to look for Oriente 

Warbler, Cuban 

Gnatcatcher, and the 

local race of Zapata 

Sparrow. At our first 

stop, we were soon 

watching a pair of 

Cuban Gnatcatchers, 

and Zapata Sparrows 

of the race varonai, 

followed by excellent 

views of Oriente Warblers. We also had an endearing encounter 

with a pair of Least Grebes trailing four young. They were Reyneir’s first views of baby Least Grebes. 

 

Afterwards, we drove to the causeway road intersection (southern Bahia area) to scope the pools. There 

was a large flock of about 100 Black Skimmers, a few Herring and Ring-billed Gulls, along with a 

nice adult Lesser Black-backed Gull. Also present were quite a few Red-breasted Mergansers (70+ 

many more than usual), and a nice collection of herons, including a few Great White Herons (White 

morph Great Blues), Tricolored Heron, egrets, including Reddish, a few Roseate Spoonbills, and 

Royal and Caspian Terns.  

 

A call from Paulino, Rayneir’s father, put us onto a wonderful Mangrove Cuckoo which sang then 

showed nicely for several minutes. We also watched another pair of Cuban Gnatcatchers across the 

street.   

 

Next, we drove to the disco caves 

(Cueva del Jabali), an area where 

our guide put out fresh water and 

rice. Here we waited hoping to 

see a pair of Key-west Quail-

Doves that remain in the area 

after the hurricane; the 

devastation of the habitat has 

greatly reduced their numbers in 

the area. Although we didn’t see 

the doves, there were Ovenbirds, 

Yellow-faced Grassquits, 

Zenaida Doves, Common 

Ground Doves, and a nice 

Oriente Warbler. On our walk 

around the grounds, we found a huge caterpillar, heard more Todys, 

saw La Sagra’s Flycatcher, and Diane thought she glimpsed a 

Gundlach’s Hawk darting through the trees.  

 

We returned to the hotel for lunch, then took a short break. At 2:45 we 

left for Las Colorado Beach to look for Piping Plovers (rare in Cuba). We saw five, and were lucky 

Least Grebes 
Photo by Betsy Edmonson 

Mangrove Cuckoo 
Photo by Frank Gallo 

Oriente Warbler  

Zapata Sparrow 
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enough to get fantastic views of a very close one. There 

were also Ruddy Turnstones, Sanderling, and other 

shorebirds on the 

beach.  

 

We continued on to 

Cayo Guillermo on the 

Ernest Hemmingway 

Highway, first stopping 

along the causeway to 

the Cay to scope for 

shorebirds and waders. 

There was a nice mix of both, including a couple of Great White 

Herons, Little Blue and Tricolored Herons; Reddish, Snowy and 

Great Egrets; Greater Yellowlegs, Short-billed Dowitchers, 

Black-bellied Plovers, a few Semipalmated Plovers, Ruddy 

Turnstones, Caspian and Royal Terns, 15 Roseate Spoonbills, 

White Ibis and many other species. The star of our stop was a group of 15+ Red Knots (uncommon).  

 

 

The pond at the wildlife park on Cayo Guillermo was amazing! Scores of shorebirds, ducks, and waders 

were feeding in the pond. Highlights included, more than 500 Black-necked Stilts, 1000 Short-billed 

Dowitchers (including those along the causeway), at least 40 Stilt Sandpipers, a few Lesser Yellowlegs, 

“Western” Willets, a conservative count of 35 Tricolored Herons, Reddish Egrets, and many Great and 

Snowy Egrets. The pond also hosted at least 100 Blue-winged Teal. It was incredible! 

 

On our return across the causeway heading back to Cayo Coco, an adult Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 

posed nicely right near the road. What a great day! 

 

 

Day 8   Cayo Coco - Rancho  Hatuey      4 Feb 

We went early to Cueva del Jabali, again hoping to 

see the Key West Quail-Doves, and perhaps a 

Gundlach’s Hawk. The doves were present when we 

arrived, but vanished back into the forest before we 

could get the group on them. We did hear their 

mournful cries as they sang back and forth to one 

another. While we waited, we watched the feeders, 

and were treated to views of two female Painted 

Buntings, a cooperative Cuban Tody and Cuban 

Bullfinch, a few Yellow-faced Grassquits and 

Ovenbirds, and a Common Ground Dove. Quite a 

few White-crowned Pigeons (look dark in flight) 

flew by and a female Baltimore Oriole (uncommon) 

teed up in a treetop for all to see. At 8 a.m. our 

Gundlach’s Hawk suddenly appeared and displayed in front of the group with exaggerated flopping 

flight! Visible for at least 45 seconds, it crossed in front us, from left to right, and was in perfect light. It 

even dipped in flight once. The display was very similar to the courting flight display of Cooper’s 

Hawks, and is, from what I can find, rarely seen. It was the best view of a Grundlach’s Hawk that both 

Rayneir and Giraldo had ever had, and neither had ever witnessed a courtship display flight.   

 

Gundlach’s Hawk 
Photo by Michael Linz 

Great White Heron by Frank 
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We returned to the hotel and did a walk near and around the grounds. We were rewarded with views of 

Cuban Martins (E breeders, just returning to Cuba) above the lagoon across from the hotel, excellent 

views of the resident male “Cuban” Northern Flicker, and 

had an up close encounter with a “Cuban” Clapper Rail in the 

mangroves beside the hotel.  

 

We ate lunch at the hotel and our servers, Raul and Osleidy, 

covered our table in flowers and served us champagne. It was a 

nice way to wrap up our wonderful visit to Cayo Coco.  

 

After Lunch we left for Rancho Hatuey in Spiritus Sancti. 

Crossing the causeway, we saw the pink line of thousands of American Flamingos on their breeding 

cays in the distance. Frank and Michael saw another Gundlach’s Hawk flying over the trees, after we 

left the causeway. We stopped at the fish farm at the Camaguey Crossroads to look for Glossy Ibis and 

Eastern Meadowlarks. There were at least 3 Glossy Ibis at the farms, a couple of Red-breasted 

Mergansers, a few Neotropic Cormorants, and we had nice looks at a close Green Heron.  

 

Hotel Hatuey is a lovely grouping of bungalows nestled within a valley beside a farm. We arrived in 

time for cocktails at the hotel bar on the hill, where we were treated to views of a Merlin hunting bats at 

dusk.  

Day 9   Sancti Spiritus – Trinidad – Gaujimico    5 Feb 

Before breakfast, we took an early a.m. walk around the grounds. It was fairly birdy. Merlin showed 

nicely perched in a tree on the hill, a White-winged Dove joined a Great Lizard Cuckoo in a tree in the 

farm next door, and Helmeted Guineafowl fed in the fields. The trees 

lining the road hosted a variety of warblers, including American Redstart, 

Cape May and Yellow-throated Warblers, and Common Yellowthroat. 

After breakfast, we headed to Trinidad, stopping to look for Palm Crows 

on a side road off the main highway that went towards Pitajones, 2 Palm 

Crows flew across the road in front of as when we arrived, but it took a 

little time to cokes them back out for all to see. A big mixed flock of 

Cuban and Palm Crows flew out of the river valley and we were treated 

to side-by-side views perched and in flight.  

 

In the colonial city of Trinidad, Gonzalo led 

us on a tour (the church was amazing), and 

folks did some souvenir shopping. We 

enjoyed a wonderful lunch in town, before 

heading to hotel Guajimico, which was 

nestled in the hills beside a scenic bay. After 

settling in, we took a late afternoon walk along the entrance road; it was 

very birdy, and we saw Cuban Tody, Yellow-headed Warbler, Cuban Vireo; Ruddy Ground-Dove, 

Cuban Pygmy Owl, and West Indian Whistling Ducks were heard. We enjoyed pre-dinner cocktails and 

a lovely sunset while overlooking the bay and doing the list. Dinner on site. 
 

 

Day 10  Gaujimico – Cienfuegos (Gardens) – Havana    6 Feb 

We enjoyed an early a.m. bird walk along the entrance road; we finally saw the Cuban Pygmy Owl 

well, and had nice looks at Cuban Today, Yellow-headed Warbler, and Cuban Vireos; we heard Rudy 

Quail-Doves. Next we toured the Botanical Gardens and shopped. Lunch was in Cienfuegos (small zoo) 

near Zapata; arrived in Havana at 3pm. Checked in to El Presidente (2 nights); dinner was at the hotel. 

   

Am. Flamingos by Frank Gallo 
 

Cape May Warbler 
 

Lunch in Trinidad 

Singer in  
Trinidad  
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Day 11   Havana City Tour               7 Feb 

 

After breakfast at the hotel, Gonzalo and Frank surprised the group with 

Classic Cars to take us to old Havana for our city tour; Gonzalo led us 

around the city, took us to a great coffee shop, a Cigar Store, and we 

had a nice lunch at Moneda Cubana. Carlos and Gonzalo went above 

and beyond and took us to the huge market by the docks, then on a bus tour of the city, well after they 

were to return us to the hotel. It was a memorable day, capped off by our incredible farewell dinner at 

Mediterraneo Havana, the first farm to table restaurant in Cuba. It was only a short walk from our hotel 

(fun to see the neighborhoods) and the food was fantastic! I still think about the carpaccio and ravioli! 

 

 
 

Day 12  Depart Havana  for home      8 Feb 

After a leisurely breakfast, our intrepid birders climbed into our bus for the last time. Carlos and 

Gonzalo accompanied us to the Havana airport. At the airport, we discovered, happily, that contrary to 

our posted flight cancelation, it was New York’s flight not going due to weather, and we were able to 

take flight Dl 648 at 2:30PM.  We arrived in ATL before 5:00 PM.  At the airport, there were tears and 

hugs, and hugs and tears; promises were made to keep in touch and tour again together… Will happen?  

 

…One can hope.  Many thanks for a wonderful tour – Frank 

 

javascript:void(0)
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El Grupo! 

Our Fearless Leaders 

Giraldo Alyon - Naturalist 

Frank Gallo – Big Trouble 

Georgann Schmalz – Little Trouble 
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        Bare-legged Owl                                        Cuban Gnatcatcher                                     Leucistic Western Willet 

 

 

   Yellow-headed Warbler                                  Red-legged Thrush                                      Cuban Pygmy-Owl 
  

Turkey Vulture 

 

The Gang in Cayo Coco “Cuban” Yellow Warbler 
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