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Photos: Harpy Eagle and Black-crowned Antpitta by Nancy Mcintyre, Gray-cheeked Nunlet and Long-
billed Starthroat by Scott Beattie, group on top of Canopy Tower by Diego Calderén
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TOUR SUMMARY:

Our Panama CANOPY trifecta was simply superb!  We started with an amazing pre-trip extension
to the Canopy Camp Darien where we enjoyed a GREAT SHOW by a couple of nesting Harpy
Eagles and nailed down some really fabulous species including Blue Cotinga, White-eared Conebill,
Double-banded Graytail, Gray-cheeked Nunlet, Barred Puffbird, Spectacled Parrotlet and my only
lifer of the trip: Yellow-green Tyrannulet! All of this while enjoying the safari-style tents in the middle
of the jungle with open top showers and great service.

We then met the rest of the group and started our main tour in the famed Canopy Tower, a former
US army radar installation that has been converted into a great lodge with a canopy birding view
and an excellent gateway to so many great locations nearby the Panama Canal. Special sightings
abounded including Velvety and Red-capped Manakins, point-blank-views of Streak-chested
Antpitta, an unexpected Purple Martin while some Wattled Jacanas were having sex, and plenty of
mammals nearby like tamarins, sloths, kinkajou, a cute coati big family and even an olingo. The
Canopy Tower food was indeed the best of the trip!

We then travelled towards the west and a bit higher to the comfy Canopy Lodge nested in El Valle
de Anton (where the famous bird fruit cam from Cornell is located and broadcasting live!
https://canopytower.com/fruit-feeder-cam). We had so many cool birds at the feeders like Dusky-
faced Tanager, Rufous Motmot, and Red-legged Honeycreeper. Outings nearby the lodge gave us
Tody Motmot twice, amazing nesting Crimson-bellied Woodpecker, a relaxed Sunbittern, a not-that-
common-in-the-gardens local Black-and-white Owl, and our bird of the trip: Black-crowned
AMAZING-BEAST Pittasoma/Antpitta. We scored more than 330 species during the whole trip (and
more than 250 on main trip!), visited amazing localities, and chased some good rarities and enjoyed
some relaxed birding at feeders.

The top 10 birds of the trip voted by all participants were:

1. Black -crowned Pittasoma/Antpitta because of the amazing experience with so close point-
blank-views we got of this rare secretive species!

2. A no brainer, our Harpy Eagle experience with the boat, pickup truck, and hike in the remote
Darien jungle.

3. Crimson -bellied Woodpecker that even did not offered prolonged views, was cool and

charismatic enough to enchant everyone.

The obliging Sunbittern above the Canopy Lodge that allowed us to study it in detail.

The weirdo-looking Brown -billed Scythebill that eventually after some hard work it was

posing for our lenses.

The cute Tody Motmots that required a 2nd outing to have better closer views.

The steaking-out amazing Emerald Tanagers for their remarkable plumage pattern.

The -locally- not so common in Panama Spectacled Parrotlets .

A tie between the showy and colorful Rufous -tailed Jacamars , the not so easy Purple -

throated Fruitcrow s, the Barred Puffbird s h o w a n d faiz Bangnaqaits.
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https://canopytower.com/fruit-feeder-cam

10. And an even bigger tie between the showy Northern Emerald Toucanets , the colorful Bay-
headed Tanager and Scarlet-thiged Dacnis , the obliging Cinnamon Woodpec kers,
I i t eangfr&$H# nianakin 0as voted by Elena, the huge White Hawk , my unexpected
Eye-ringed Flatbill and the always amazing Red-capped Manakin .

Some special mentions also were done for a ton of good mammals we got, all birds and critters
seen at night including great frogs and thermal-scoped sleeping/roosting birds, the electric Blue
Cotinga, Spotted Antbird nesting just there, unexpected Black -and-white Owl , obliging
Chestnut -fronted Macaws , the usual lovely Blue -gray Tanagers , a cool Tiny Hawk , the incredible
Violet -bellied Hummingbird , the rare White -eared Conebills , the most obliging Streaked -
chested Antpitta ever and my life Yellow -green Tyrannulet .

HIGHLIGHTS

Either for rarity value, excellent views or simply a group favorite:

This White-necked Puffbird was one of the first birds we got at Bayano Lake while driving to
Canopy Camp (Diego Calderon-Franco)

We started the tour migrating from Panama province into Darien province for our stay at Canopy
Camp (Nancy Mclintyre)



The feeders at Canopy Camp were busy always and Sapphire-throated Hummingbird showed off
(Nancy Mcintyre) & Everyone enjoyed MOTHING at Canopy Camp (Diego Calderon-Franco)

The Canopy Camp Darien tents are the perfect way to enjoy the jungle while super comfy (Diego
Calderon-Franco)

A male Black-tailed Trogon on a weird angle showing its black tail (Diego Calderon-Franco) &
Crazy hairy Podalia orsilochus moth larvae (Nancy Mcintyre) & Heliconius hecale, or Tiger
Longwind, was one of the many amazing butterflies we got (Nancy Mcintyre)



The Choc- -endemic Gray-cheeked Nunlet was a group favorite at a stake-out in the Canopy
Camp (Scott Beattie)




The Yellow-headed
Gecko was common
during our outings in the
lowlands (Diego
Calderon-Franco) & We
got several encounters
with the MAGIC Blue
Cotinga during this trip
(Diego Calderon-Franco)
& King Vulture was
attending a feeding
station at Canopy Camp
(Nancy Mcintyre)

We started our Harpy Eagle expedition on a very rainy morning in the Chucunaque River (Diego
Calderon-Franco)




The Harpy Eagle male was particularly active during our visit. Here showing off spreading his huge
wings (Nancy Mcintyre) and see how we enjoyed the show:
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/640004720

A not-always-you-get-in-the-scope Russet-winged Schiffornis (only Panama, Colombia and
Venezuela) was posing in the scope for everyone (Diego Calderon-Franco) & Rufous-tailed
Jacamar posing a few meters from our lenses gave us a superb show after Harpy Eagles (Diego
Calderon-Franco)


https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/640004720

This Great Potoo was
roosting just there next to the
Canopy Camp dining area
(Diego Calderon-Franco)



We got great photo ops at feeders on all our lodges as shown by this amazing White-necked
Jacobin (Scott Beattie) & Scott had the time to play with his tripod and try photos in flight of
hummers at the Canopy Camp. Look here his amazing Long-billed Starthroat (Scott Beattie)

Restricted to only Col ombi eoffro
Tamarins were numerous during the trip and offered

quality views (Scott Beattie)




The Barred Puffbird
near Canopy Camp
were the afternoon
favorites (Nancy
Mclintyre) & The group
digiscoped focusing on
Barred Puffbirds (Diego
Calderon-Franco)

Spectacled Parrotllets are not that common in Panama and only ocurring there, in Colombia and in
Venezuela (Scott Beattie)




Great Jacamar took us a while but eventually cooperated in the San Francisco Reserve (Diego Calderon-
Franco) & Happy birders after Diego's lifer (Yellow-green Tyrannulet) and an amazing Great Jacamar
(Diego Calderon-Franco)
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We got the rest of our crew and our full Main Tour group (plus Pilar my girlfriend) assembled here at the
famous Canopy Tower top obervation deck (Diego Calderon-Franco)

Jo wanted to see Cinnamon Woodpecker and she had this amazing view -and photo!- on first morning atop
Canopy Tower (Jo Fasciolo)
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A family of some 20 White-nosed Coatis surpised us all in Canopy Tower (Nancy Mclintyre) & A momma
Mantled Howler and her baby (Jo Fasciolo)

Golden-crowned Spadebills are not that wasy to find on trips and this time this one was just there a few
meters from the group (Diego Calderon-Franco)
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This Crane HAwk gave us a little window at Semaphore Hill road in Canopy Tower (Jo Fasciolo) &
Thermaling at night gave us so many good birds including this Black-faced Antthrush (Nancy Mclintyre)

Birding at the entrance of Pipeline Road and the Panama Rainforest Discovery Center near Gamboa
(Diego Calderon-Franco) where Diego never seen a most cooperating White-bellied Antbird than this at
Pipeline Road, so much he could make his first digiscoping of the species (Diego Calderon-Franco):
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/640003487
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https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/640003487

Streaked-chested Antpitta gave us this time a cracking point-blank-view show at Pipeline Road (Jo Fasciolo
& Nancy Mclintyre)

American Pygmy-Kinfisher is the ddwarfest of our New World few kingfisher species and we got to see it
well well well (Diego Calderon-Franco)




Restricted to only Colombia and Panama, t he Geof fr
offered quality views (Diego Calderon-Franco) & Both Olingos and Kinkajous were coming at night for
bananas at The Canopy Tower (Jo Fasciolo)
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The group posing at the base of the Panama Rainforest
Discovery Center tower (Diego Calderon-Franco) wehere our
group got so many good birds eye level -Several Blue Cotingas,
Tiny Hawk, Yellow-throated & Keel-billed Toucans- and was
posing happily (Pilar Restrepo)

Tent Makin Bats are always a pleasure to find... these at the Summit Gardens (Diego Calderon-Franco) &
Green Kingdfisher was posing nicely with amazing blurry background at the Summit Ponds near Canopy
Tower (Scott Beattie)
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The FAMOUS Canopy Tower by itself was simply a pleasure: before Sunrise (birding!), the early morning
views atop (... here Panama city and superb panama canal forest digiscoped), and the sunrises were
always spectacular (Diego Calderon-Franco)

We couldn't had a better guide
than Eliecer from Canopy Family -
bird-mega-sharp, always paying
attention to clients needs & great
fun to travel with (Diego Calderon-
Franco) & We got probably more
than a dozen Brown-throated
Sloths during the whole trip
(Diego Calderon-Franco)




BE

Last Group photo with the Canopy Tower mural before migrating to the Canopy Lodge (Diego Calderon-
Franco)

Upon arrival to Canopy Lodge, we were greeted
by this! i a no brainer why Sunbittern was one
of the birds of the trip and a great welcome to

Canopy Lodge (Nancy Mclintyre)
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Dusky-faced Tanagers is one of the only 2 species in the Mitrospingidae family... they were common at
Canopy Lodge (Nancy Mcintyre)

Seeing roosting owls with daylight is always a pleasure even if. it's a grumpy and wet Tropical Screech-Owl
(Diego Calderon-Franco) & The Orange-bellied split of Collared Trogon is endemic to only Costa Rica and
Panama (Jo Fasciolo)
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