
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MOROCCO 
March 08 ï March 17  2025 

TRIP REPORT 
 

                   

Our group high up in the Atlas Mountains on our way towards the Tizi n'Tichka pass! 



Morocco  -  20 25   

08th Feb ï 17th March  2025 

TOUR SUMMARY:  

Our early spring trip to Morocco was underway. Everyone met at the hotel in Marrakech for dinner 

and then the next day we were on our way to the Atlas Mountains, where we found our 2 main target 

species the Levaillantôs Woodpecker and a small group of African Crimson-winged Finches. It was 

cold and even rained a little but we hoped things would change as we headed towards the desert 

the following days. Our first full day in the desert was spectacular seeing all our target species 

including Thick-billed Larks, Temminckôs Larks, Red-rumped, Desert and Maghreb Wheatears, 

Trumpeter Finches, Black-bellied Sandgrouse and Cream-coloured Coursers. We then had a lovely 

Desert Horned Viper followed by a pair of Pharoah Eagle Owls with two chicks in a cave. Continuing 

in the desert we found Tristramôs Warbler and Streaked Scrub Warbler, plus Bonelliôs Eagles before 

our next stop beside the mighty sand dunes of the Sahara. Here we were treated to Crowned, 

Spotted and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse coming into water, and then added Desert Sparrow, African 

Desert Warbler, Fulvous Chatterer and a very cryptic Egyptian Nightjar to our 100% success rate.  

We ended our trip on the coast near Agadir where our main target was the endangered Bald Ibis 

and we got fabulous views of birds feeding among the sand dunes. We added Mediterranean Short-

toed Lark, Black-winged Kite and Spectacled Warbler to our list, and beside a river we connected 

with Brown-throated Martins, noisy Black-crowned Tchagras, a brief Wryneck and some wonderful 

Moussierôs Redstarts. Our hot walk along the river produced not one but two American vagrants as 

we found a drake Blue-winged Teal followed by a distant Pectoral Sandpiper ï amazing! Finally, we 

added a few shorebirds and a bunch of gulls that included a lone Audouinôs Gull plus Mediterranean 

Gulls and some Slender-billed Gulls. A group of 80 or more Eurasian Spoonbills was an unexpected 

high count. All in all, we found just about all the target species of the trip, plus a couple of surprises. 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Either for rarity value, excellent views or simply a group favourite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ African Crimson-winged Finch 

¶ 5 Levaillantôs Woodpeckers 

¶ Black Wheatear 

¶ Bonelliôs Eagle 

¶ Maghreb Lark 

¶ Tristramôs Warbler 

¶ Streaked Scrub Warbler 

¶ Cream-coloured Courser 

¶ Lanner Falcon 

¶ Desert Lark 

¶ Spotted Sandgrouse 

¶ Great Grey Shrike 

¶ Black-crowned Tchagra 

¶ Spectacled Warbler 

¶ Brown-throated Martin 

¶ Mediterranean Short-toed Lark 

¶ Blue-winged Teal 

¶ Pectoral Sandpiper 

¶ Eurasian Stone Curlew 

¶ Thick-billed Lark 

¶ Moussierôs Redstart 

¶ Barbary Partridge 

¶ Maghreb Wheatear 

¶ Pharoah Eagle Owl & chicks 

¶ Black-bellied Sandgrouse 

¶ Temminckôs Lark 

¶ Red-rumped Wheatear 

¶ Maghreb Magpie 

¶ Desert Sparrow 

¶ Crowned Sandgrouse 

¶ Egyptian Nightjar 

¶ Western Orphean Warbler 

¶ Woodchat Shrike 

¶ Little Ringed Plover 

¶ Eurasian Spoonbill 

¶ Pied Avocet 

¶ Ruddy Shelduck 

¶ Black Stork 
 

¶ Bald Ibis 

¶ Desert Wheatear 

¶ Little Owl  

¶ Sardinian Warbler 

¶ Fulvous Babbler 

¶ Bar-tailed Lark 

¶ Desert Wheatear 

¶ Pin-tailed Sandgrouse 

¶ Greater Flamingos 

¶ African Desert Warbler 

¶ Audouinôs Gull 

¶ Barbary Falcon 

¶ Slender-billed Gull 

¶ Rock Sparrow 

¶ Blue Rock Thrush 

¶ Black-winged Kite 

¶ Trumpeter Finch 

¶ White Stork 

¶ Desert Horned Viper 
 

 

 



We started our tour in the Atlas Mountains seeing up to 5 Levaillantôs Woodpeckers, and then up by the 

snow we eventually found 3 or 4 Crimson-winged Finches. (Atlas) Horned Larks showed well as did White-

throated Dipper, Black Wheatears, Black Redstarts, Rock Bunting, Choughs and Grey Wagtails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our targets for the mountains was easily found on the way up, the Levaillantôs Woodpecker, with our 

first posing nicely on a telephone pole. We ended up see 5 different individuals today. 

 

It took a while but eventually we found 3 

or 4 confiding African Crimson-winged 

Finches. A target bird in the mountains 

There were up to 30 Horned Larks moving 

around and feeding close to the snowy edges 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beautiful but cold setting in the Atlas Mountains on our first full dayôs birding. 

And here in the mountains we enjoyed 

a hot Tajine lunch up at the ski resort. 

All our target birds were seen so we 

relaxed with this hot traditional and very 

tasty lunch 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had great looks at White-

throated Dippers on the tiny 

stream 

Several Sardinian Warblers put on a 

nice show for us. 

As we left the mountains and headed towards 

open dry scrub, we stopped ad found 4 very nice 

Barbary Partridges 

The Maghreb Magpie shows a bright blue 

patch of skin around the eye, making it looks 

very smart 

So much incredible scenery and culture everywhere you looked 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We stopped beside a large lake and got superb views of a pair of Maghreb Larks. 

Looking down on 4 Barbary Partridgeôs  
The White-crowned Wheatear became the 

most regularly seen of the wheatears. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The famous Tagdilt Track where larks are order of the day and the habitat endless. The most sought 

after is the Thick-billed Lark and after an hour or so searching we eventually found 2 confiding birds. 

And here he is ï the much sought after Thick-billed Lark. We had fantastic views! 



 

 

One of our trip highlights was watching this Greater Hoopoe Lark displaying right in front of us. 

The Red-rumped Wheatear here in its 

favoured habitat 

A nice male Desert Wheatear, a common bird 

through much of our tour 

Another shot of our favourite Greater Hoopoe Lark ï 

by Gina Nichol 

We saw a few Temminckôs Larks and 

they were very confiding 



 

 

 

 

 

Still in the desert we were privileged to see a pair of Pharoah Eagle Owls beside their nest in a cave 

where two big fluffy chicks could be seen. A wonderful sighting! 

And what was hiding under this rock? A very nice Desert Horned Viper! 

Another target species is the Maghreb 

Wheatear and this one did not disappoint 

Trumpeter Finches can often be elusive, but we 

had great looks at a pair ï Photo by Hamid 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dades Gorge was very scenic and we found our target Tristramôs Warbler plus Bonelliôs Eagles, 

Crag Martins and real Rock Doves 

The stunning Dades Gorge  

The Tristramôs Warbler was a target and we 

got great looks at this one ï photo Gina Nichol 
The Moroccan Wagtail is a sub-species of White 

Wagtail which is distributed in western Morocco. 

Its tea-time in front of the Dades Gorge! And another beautiful gorge the Todra Gorge 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And then it was onto to the edge of the real Sahara Desert and our hotel right beside the huge sand dunes 

Views from our hotel across the dunes ï Gina Nichol 

And the intrepid ones in our group setting off on a camel ride into the setting sun! 



 

 

Our early morning visit to a drinking hole for sandgrouse was nothing short of spectacular. Over 100 

sandgrouse of 3 species were watched from the comfort of our 4x4ôs. What an incredible experience! 

Crowned Sandgrouse coming in to drink and also soak their breast feathers to take back to their chicks! 

A female Spotted Sandgrouse Beautiful male Pin-tailed Sandgrouse ï Gina Nichol 

3 Spotted and a male Pin-tailed Sandgrouse A pair of Spotted Sandgrouse 



 

Male and female Crowned Sandgrouse followed by a male Spotted Sandgrouse 

Male Spotted Sandgrouse with Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse 

A pair of Crowned Sandgrouse by Gina Nichol 

A group of Spotted and Crowned Sandgrouse 


